
Agenda Item 18: Appendix J 

Section	137	Expenditure	

Section 137 allows Councils without the General Power of Competence to spend money for which 
there is no appropriate power or duty. It is a power of last resort; it is not a budget code. The 
legislation places controls on expenditure which is proportionate to the benefit some or all of the 
residents of the parish.  Where a power or duty exists in legislation, then section 137 is not used. 

Section 137 expenditure is recorded separately within the accounts and the Council must annually 
confirm any expenditure to confirm that it has not exceeded the spending limits. The spending limits 
controls are the number of electors in the parish multiplied by an amount set by government.   

The number of electors: 3118  

The sum for section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (the 1972 Act) for parish and town 
councils in England for 2022-23 was £8.82 per elector. 

Total: £27,500.76 

The Council spent £145.83 to the year ending 31 March 2023, therefore it did not breach the Section 
137 limit.  

 

 

 


